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The structure and the content of the ATF
The WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation (ATF) contains 13 Articles* regarding 
Trade Facilitation in Section I and special and differential (S&D) treatment for 
developing countries and Least-Developed Countries in Section II. 
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Section II 
Special and Differential Treatment 
for Developing Countries and Least 

Developed Countries

oRules about Categories A, B and C
oAssistance for Capacity Building
oInformation to be submitted to the TF 
Committee
oFinal provision
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Revised Kyoto Convention  

General Annex  
oChapters 1, 3, 4, 5 6, 7, 8 , 9 and 10  
                      Specific Annexes    
oA chapter 1
oC chapter 1 
oE chapters 1 and 2 
oF chapters 1, 2 and 3
oG chapter 1
oH chapter 1  

Revised Kyoto Convention  

General Annex  
oChapters 1, 3, 4, 5 6, 7, 8 , 9 and 10  
                      Specific Annexes    
oA chapter 1
oC chapter 1 
oE chapters 1 and 2 
oF chapters 1, 2 and 3
oG chapter 1
oH chapter 1  

Section I
Art.1Publication and availability of information
Art.2 Consultation
Art.3 Advance ruling
Art.4 Appeal/Review procedures
Art.5 Other measures for transparency etc.
Art.6 Fee and Charges
Art.7 Release and Clearance of goods
Art.8 Border Agency Cooperation
Art.9 Movement of goods intended for import
Art.10 Formalities
Art.11 Transit
Art.12 Customs cooperation
 Art.13 Institutional Arrangement 
            (TF Committee)

Section I
Art.1Publication and availability of information
Art.2 Consultation
Art.3 Advance ruling
Art.4 Appeal/Review procedures
Art.5 Other measures for transparency etc.
Art.6 Fee and Charges
Art.7 Release and Clearance of goods
Art.8 Border Agency Cooperation
Art.9 Movement of goods intended for import
Art.10 Formalities
Art.11 Transit
Art.12 Customs cooperation
 Art.13 Institutional Arrangement 
            (TF Committee)



Publication (to promptly publish information regarding Customs procedures and 
fees and charges, in a non-discriminatory and easily accessible manner )    
See Standards 9.1 and 9.2 (information of general application) 9.5 (information of  
specific nature) and 9.9 (decisions and rulings), Chapter 9 of the GA to the RKC 
(transparency and predictability)

Information Available Through Internet
See Standard 9.3, Chapter 9 of the GA to the RKC

Enquiry Points (establish or maintain one or more enquiry points to provide 
answers, forms and document in a reasonable time period)
See ICT Guidelines (RKC Guidelines on the General Annex, Chapter 7)  
See also Standards 9.1, 9.4 and 9.8, Chapter 9 of the GA to the RKC

 Notification (of the official place(s) where information has been published. The 
URLs of websites publishing information) 
See Standards 9.1, 9.4 and 9.8, Chapter 9 of the GA to the RKC.
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ARTICLE 1 OF THE WCO ATF :
Publication and availability of information



 Opportunity to Comment and Information before Entry into Force

Standard 1.3 of the General Annex to the Revised Kyoto Convention requires that 
formal consultative relationships be maintained with the trade

Standard 9.2 of the General Annex to the Revised Kyoto Convention requires that 
revised information be made available sufficiently in advance of the entry into 
force of the changes.

 Consultations  

Standard 1.3 of the General Annex to the Revised Kyoto Convention requires that 
formal consultative relationships be maintained with the trade
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ARTICLE  2 OF THE WCO ATF :
Opportunity to comment, information before entry into 

force and consultation 



  Advance rulings

Standard 9.9 of the GA to the RKC states that binding rulings shall be issued 
at the request of the interested person. 

The RKC Guidelines to this standard cover many aspects of binding rulings, 
including their scope, notification, time-limits and use. 
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Article 3 of the WTO ATF
Advance rulings 



 Right to Appeal or Review (administrative and judicial 
appeals)

All standards of Chapter 10 of the GA to the RKC are about appeals in 
Customs matters (initial appeals to the Customs and in the final instance to a 
Judicial authority) . 
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Article 4 of the WTO ATF
Appeal or Review Procedures 



 Notification for enhanced controls or inspections
Chapter 6 of the GA to the RKC sets out standards on Customs control, risk 
management and co-operation with other Customs administrations.  These 
provisions do not relate directly to the notification system, but may help with 
implementation.

 Detention. 
Chapter 1 of SA H to the RKC sets standards on the seizure or detention of goods. 
It includes several recommended practices regarding detention, Customs control, 
risk management and co-operation with other Customs administrations. Chapter 6 
of the GA to the RKC also sets standards on Customs control.

 Test Procedures (opportunity for a second test where the first test shows an 
adverse finding)
Chapter 3 of the GA to the RKC contains a standard on sampling by Customs (3.38)
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Article 5 of the WTO ATF
Other Measures to enhance impartiality, Non-discrimination 

and Transparency
 



ARTICLE 6 : DISCIPLINES ON FEES AND CHARGES IMPOSED ON OR IN 
CONNECTION WITH IMPORTATION AND EXPORTATION 

1. Several RKC standards stipulate that fees and charges shall be limited to the 
approximate cost of the services rendered.

2. General Disciplines on Fees and Charges Imposed on or in Connection with 
Importation and Exportation

3.  Specific Disciplines on Fees and Charges Imposed on or in Connection with 
Importation and Exportation 

4. Penalty Disciplines  
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Article 6 of the WTO ATF
Disciplines on Fees and Charges imposed in connection with 

importation and exportation 



 Pre-arrival Processing 
See RKC, GA chapters 3  (standards 3.21 and 3.25) and 7 
 Electronic Payment 
See RKC, GA chapter 7 
 Separation of Release from Final Determination of Customs Duties, Taxes, Fees and Charges 
See RKC, GA chapters 3 (standards 3.41 3.42 and 3.43) and 5 
 Risk Management 
See RKC, GA chapter 6 (standard 6.3)
 Post-clearance Audit 
See RKC, GA chapter 6 (standard 6.6)
 Establishment and Publication of Average Release Times 
See TRS
 Trade Facilitation Measures for Authorized Operators 
See RKC, GA chapter 3 (standard 3.32)
 Expedited Shipments 
See RKC, GA chapter 3 (standard 3.32); Immediate release guidelines 
 Perishable goods 
See RKC, GA chapter 3 (standard 3.34)

9

Article 7 of the WTO ATF
Release and Clearance of Goods



 Border Agency Cooperation 

Standard 3.35 of the Revised Kyoto Convention lays down the principle 
that the Customs inspection of goods should take place in coordination 
with other competent authorities. 

The SAFE Framework of Standards takes the same approach as the ATF 
text
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Article 8 of the WTO ATF
Border Agency Cooperation 



 Movement of goods under customs control intended for import 

● The movement of goods stipulated in the ATF can be categorized as 
national transit procedure under the Revised Kyoto Convention (RKC).

● SA E of the RKC refers to Customs transit and covers national transit 
procedures.

11

Article 9 of the WTO ATF 
Movement of goods under Customs Control Intended For 

Import 



 Formalities and Documentation Requirements 
See RKC, GA chapter 3 (standards 3.12, 3.13, 3.15, 3.16, 3.17 and 3.19)

 Acceptance of Copies (supporting documents)
See RKC, GA chapter 3 (standards 3.16 and 3.17) 

 Use of International Standard
See RKC, GA chapter 3 (standard 3.11) 

 Single Window 
See RKC, GA chapter 3 (standard 3.35) 

 Pre-shipment Inspection
RKC doesnt cover such provision 

 Use of Customs Brokers. 
See GA Standards 3.6. (National legislation shall specify the conditions under which a person is entitled to act as  

declarant) and  3.7 (Any person having the right to dispose of the goods shall be entitled to act as declarant). See 
also GA - Chapter 8 (Relationship between the Customs and Third Parties)

 Common Border Procedures and Uniform Documentation Requirements See RKC, GA chapter 3 
(standards 3.11 and 3,20) 

  Rejected Goods 
See RKC, GA chapter 3 (standar 3.26) and SA  C Chapter 1 

 Temporary Admission of Goods/Inward and Outward Processing 
See RKC, GA chapter 3 and SA 12

Article 10 of the WTO ATF
Formalities connected with Importation, exportation and 

Transit 



ARTICLE 11 : FREEDOM OF TRANSIT 

• The ATF includes several measures that facilitate transit procedure (pre-arrival 
declaration, prohibit restrictive measures in relation to customs charges, 
formalities, and inspections other than at the offices of departure and 
destination). It contains several provisions relating to guarantees.

• Chapter 1 of SA E to the RKC sets out principles concerning Customs transit.  It 
covers procedures such as formalities at the office of departure, Customs seals, 
formalities en route and termination of Customs transit.  

• Chapter 2 to SA E to the RKC concerns transhipment  (see also the RKC 
Guidelines ),
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Article 11 of the WTO ATF
Freedom of transit 



ARTICLE 12 : CUSTOMS COOPERATION 

Article 12 of the WTO Agreement on Trade Facilitation (ATF), which concerns Customs 
Cooperation, sets out the terms and requirements for Members to share information in 
order to ensure effective customs control, while respecting the confidentiality of the 
information exchanged. Article 12 allows Members flexibility in terms of establishing the 
legal basis for information exchange.  Members may enter into or maintain bilateral, 
plurilateral or regional agreements for sharing or exchanging customs information and 
data, including advance information.

The Revised Kyoto Convention (RKC) provides, in the General Annex (Standard 6.7), that the 
Customs shall seek to co-operate with other Customs administrations and seek to 
conclude mutual administrative assistance agreements to enhance Customs control. 

1. Measures Promoting Compliance and Cooperation 
         RKC, GA §§ 1 and 3; RKC, SA H § 1. 
2.      Exchange of Information  
         RKC, GA chap6. and 7; 
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Article 12 of the WTO ATF
Customs Cooperation 
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Revised Kyoto 
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Study Guide
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Data Model
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Risk 
Management
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Post Clearance 
Audit 

Guidelines
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Coordinated 
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Management
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Transit
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Customs/ 
Business 

Partnership
Guidelines
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Other WCO tools to support ATF

CLiKC Project Map
Database

Capacity Building
Development
Compendium

http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/instrument-and-tools/conventions/pf_revised_kyoto_conv/kyoto_new.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/instrument-and-tools/tools/safe_package.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/~/media/WCO/Public/Global/PDF/Topics/Facilitation/Instruments%20and%20Tools/Tools/Time%20Release%20Study/Time_Release%20_Study_ENG.ashx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/activities-and-programmes/single-window/single-window-guidelines.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/instrument-and-tools/tools/pf_tools_datamodel.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/activities-and-programmes/gnc.aspx
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WCO Implementation Guidance for the ATF

The WCO has launched on its website the WCO Implementation Guidance 
for the ATF to support WCO Members in their efforts to implement the ATF 
The WCO has launched on its website the WCO Implementation Guidance 
for the ATF to support WCO Members in their efforts to implement the ATF 

http://www.wcoomd.o
rg/en/topics/wco-im
plementing-the-wto-
atf/atf.aspx 

http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/wco-implementing-the-wto-atf/atf.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/wco-implementing-the-wto-atf/atf.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/wco-implementing-the-wto-atf/atf.aspx
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/wco-implementing-the-wto-atf/atf.aspx
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WCO Implementation Guidance for the ATF
The Guidance presents the relevance of WCO instruments and tools 
such as the Revised Kyoto Convention for ATF implementation.  
The Guidance presents the relevance of WCO instruments and tools 
such as the Revised Kyoto Convention for ATF implementation.  

• Revised Kyoto Convention
• SAFE Framework of Standards
• AEO Implementation Guidance
• AEO Implementation Guidance
• AEO Compendium 
• Model AEO Appeal Procedures
• AEO Benefits: Contribution from the WCO 

Private Sector Consultative Group
• The Authorized Economic Operator and the 

Small and Medium Enterprise (FAQ) 
• Mutual Recognition 

Arrangement/Agreement Guidelines
• AEO Template 

• Revised Kyoto Convention
• SAFE Framework of Standards
• AEO Implementation Guidance
• AEO Implementation Guidance
• AEO Compendium 
• Model AEO Appeal Procedures
• AEO Benefits: Contribution from the WCO 

Private Sector Consultative Group
• The Authorized Economic Operator and the 

Small and Medium Enterprise (FAQ) 
• Mutual Recognition 

Arrangement/Agreement Guidelines
• AEO Template 

WCO tools for Article 7.7 (Authorized Operators) 
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WCO Implementation Guidance for the ATF
The Implementation Guidance introduces Members practices and 
experiences of implementing the ATF.  
The Implementation Guidance introduces Members practices and 
experiences of implementing the ATF.  

Members’ experience regarding Article 10.4 (Single 
Window)  



Thank You For Your AttentionThank You For Your Attention

Georges Cantone, Technical Attaché

WORLD CUSTOMS ORGANIZATION
Rue du Marché 30, 1210 Brussels, Belgium

☎ : +32 (02) 209 93 14, : +32 (02) 209 94 93
e-mail: georges.cantone@wcoomd.org
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